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the opposite. Many companies realize
that as we move to clean energy, their
path to profitability depends on adapt-
ing to those changes. Hard-right MAGA
Republicans—climate deniers, they
are—are trying to straitjacket those
companies with their ideological obses-
sions and prevent them from adapting
to the future for their own good and for
the good of the country.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY LEADER
The Republican leader is recognized.
CRIME

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, a
growing share of American citizens
across the political spectrum say tack-
ling rampant crime must be a top pri-
ority. And it is certainly no mystery
why they feel that way. Just take my
own hometown. One neighborhood in
East Louisville just endured more than
30 burglaries in 30 days.

Last year, Washington, DC, saw 203
homicides. Those victims included 18
children, a huge increase over the prior
year.

And 2023 is already off to an even
worse start. Homicides and carjackings
are already ahead of last year’s pace.
Last week, the city’s crime wave
touched Congress directly. A Congress-
woman from Minnesota, Representa-
tive ANGIE CRAIG, was attacked in the
elevator of her own apartment building
right here in the District.

It turns out the Congresswoman’s
attacker had been arrested and con-
victed no fewer than 12 times before,
most recently for assaulting a Metro-
politan police officer. But there he was,
this career criminal, just out roaming
the streets.

As the Congresswoman herself put it
afterwards:

We have to get these repeat offenders off
the street.

You are darn right we do. Unfortu-
nately, the radical local government
here is doing precisely the opposite.

The DC Council has responded to the
crime wave—listen to this—with a new
bill to make the city even softer on
crime. It lowers maximum penalties
for violent crimes and creates new
ways to shorten the sentences of incar-
cerated felons.

Well, the good news is the Constitu-
tion actually gives the U.S. Congress
final say over issues in our Nation’s
Capital. And when the soft-on-crime
local government has become com-
pletely incompetent; when Members of
Congress can’t go about their daily
lives without being attacked; when
families cannot come to visit our cap-
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ital in safety, then it is about time the
Federal Government provides some
adult supervision.

Senate Republicans, led by our col-
league from Tennessee BILL HAGERTY,
are leading an effort to use the rightful
authority of Congress to address this
emergency.

Last week, the Republican House
passed their companion bill as well.
And things have gotten so undeniably
bad that more than 30 House Demo-
crats crossed the aisle to support it.

So I hope the Senate Democratic
leader will put partisanship aside and
turn to Senator HAGERTY’s measure
quickly when we reconvene. The safety
and security of our citizens simply can-
not wait.

FOREIGN POLICY

Mr. President, on an entirely dif-
ferent matter, Putin’s brutal war on
Ukraine has forced both us Americans
and our friends in Europe to take a
long, hard look at our country’s com-
mitments to military spending and
self-defense.

NATO and the West have let impor-
tant capabilities actually atrophy over
time: like defense funding; like mili-
tary modernization; like looking after
our defense industrial base, which cre-
ates good American jobs, ensures our
own security, and allows us to be the
arsenal for our friends and allies.

It serves America’s core national in-
terests for us to exercise strong leader-
ship in the world. Our security and Eu-
rope’s security are interlinked. Our
economies are intertwined. But the
rest of NATO must do more to follow
our lead: increase defense spending, up-
grade their capabilities, and put skin
in the game.

Tomorrow, I will be taking this mes-
sage directly to our European friends
in person. With a number of our col-
leagues, I will be traveling to the Mu-
nich Security Conference. I will come
as a staunch supporter of NATO, but I
will also come with homework assign-
ments for our European friends. I will
speak as a friend, but I will speak
frankly.

Hard power is what kept the peace
during the Cold War. Our allies simply
have to reinvest in hard power. In the
short term, both America and our al-
lies need to serve our own interests by
investing in the munitions and weap-
ons systems that will help Ukraine de-
feat the invasion.

But this chapter of realism and re-
solve can’t end with Ukraine, because
the long-term threats and challenges
that we face actually go much deeper.
A nuclear-armed Russia poses a threat
to the United States and to NATO. And
China poses an even greater threat still
to American interests and those of our
allies.

These challenges are multifaceted;
they are global; and they are actually
only growing. So I look forward to
talking to our allies in Munich, both
about America’s resolve to lead and
Europe’s responsibility to shoulder
more of the load.
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JUDICIAL NOMINATIONS

Mr. President, on one final matter,
yesterday, the Judiciary Committee
witnessed another disaster of a per-
formance from one of President Biden’s
nominees. This time, the President
wants a lifetime appointment for a
New Hampshire lawyer who rep-
resented an ultra-elite private high
school against a 1b-year-old girl who
was suing the school after she had been
sexually assaulted on campus.

Lawyers serve unpopular tasks all
the time, but while representing the
powerful prep school, Michael Delaney
subjected the teenage victim and her
family to unusually aggressive
hardball tactics. They were, frankly,
shocking.

The young lady and her family had
hoped to file a lawsuit anonymously as
Jane Doe and persuade the school to
change its ways. That was the path to
accountability. But Mr. Delaney fought
the girl’s desire for privacy and ano-
nymity to use as a weapon against her.
He said he would only let the girl re-
main anonymous if she was subjected
to a gag order about the incident. And
he threatened that if the family re-
fused to settle on terms favorable to
the school and went to trial, he would
ask the court to reveal her name. In
other words, Delaney tried to turn a
teenage victim’s privacy into a hostage
to help a prep school avoid account-
ability. The girl’s father saw Delaney’s
behavior for what it was. He called it a
“threat.”

The victim says she spoke to the
Biden Department of Justice while
they were vetting Mr. Delaney. Appar-
ently, the administration ignored her.
So, apparently, did her two Senators.
According to the Boston Globe, the vic-
tim’s parents pleaded their case
against Delaney to both our colleagues
from New Hampshire. But instead of
taking the family’s pain to heart, both
of their Senators returned blue slips
anyway. They even personally intro-
duced Delaney at his hearing.

Democrats have long claimed they
want empathy in their judges. I prefer,
frankly, neutrality and faithfulness to
the Constitution, myself, but empathy
is what liberals say they want. I defy
anyone to watch yesterday’s hearing
and find one ounce of empathy in
Delaney for this child victim.

My colleagues across the aisle will
have to catch a rerun because almost
none—listen to this—almost none of
the Judiciary Committee Democrats
could even bring themselves to show up
for yesterday’s hearing. They avoided
the hearing. They didn’t want to hear
it.

But guess who did attend. The brave
young woman’s family was there. They
wanted Delaney to know they will
never forget how he treated their
daughter.

So I would urge the President to re-
consider this nomination and urge my
colleagues to reject it.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.
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The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

ENERGY

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, it was
good to hear President Biden acknowl-
edge in his State of the Union speech
last week that we still need oil. He is
right.

And while I am a big supporter of
clean energy, and I am proud to come
from a State that gets the majority of
our electricity generation from renew-
ables, the fact of the matter is that
even in States like mine, conventional
energy sources like oil and natural gas
are essential to maintaining an afford-
able, stable, and reliable energy supply.

Renewable technologies have come a
long way, but they still have a ways to
go. And we, literally, wouldn’t be able
to keep the lights on in this country
without conventional energy sources
like natural gas and coal.

So it was good to hear the President
acknowledge that we still depend on af-
fordable and reliable legacy sources of
energy like oil. But it would be even
better if he pursued an agenda that ac-
knowledged it, instead of an agenda
that is actively hostile to conventional
energy production.

From canceling the Keystone XL
Pipeline on day 1 to hiking taxes on o0il
and gas companies and making it more
challenging for companies to make
more oil and gas, the President’s agen-
da seems designed to do everything it
can to discourage production of the oil
the President says that we need.

And then there is ESG. The Biden ad-
ministration has been attempting to
use the long arm of regulation to im-
plement ESG policies—environmental,
social, and governance policies—to ad-
vance its anti-conventional energy cli-
mate agenda. The President’s ESG reg-
ulations are designed to choke off in-
vestment into the oil and gas indus-
tries and even to other essential indus-
tries like farming and ranching due to
their natural methane emissions.

Take, for example, the Securities and
Exchange Commission’s proposed cli-
mate disclosure rule. This would re-
quire publicly traded companies to dis-
close information, not only about their
own greenhouse gas emissions but, in
many cases, about those of their sup-
pliers and even their customers. It
would also require companies to deter-
mine the effects of climate-related
risks on each line item of their consoli-
dated financial statements.

There are multiple problems with
this rule, one notable problem being
the fact that it is a totally unworkable
regulation. Companies have zero con-
trol over the emissions of their sup-
pliers and customers and little to no
ability to accurately gauge those emis-
sions.

But leaving aside the unworkability
factor, the major problem with this
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proposed rule is that it is clearly de-
signed to coerce companies to sever or
reconsider their ties with certain in-
dustries, notably, of course, the con-
ventional energy industry but also
with other industries like agriculture.

Private companies, of course, have
the right to consider whatever factors
they want when determining what
companies they would do business with
and what they will invest in. But the
Federal Government should not be put-
ting its thumb on the scale. And the
SEC rule is just one of the regulations
the Biden administration has put for-
ward designed to encourage investment
in industries that aren’t part of Demo-
crat’s Green New Deal vision.

There is the Biden administration’s
proposed Federal contractor rule,
which, like the SEC rule, would require
companies applying for certain Federal
contracts to disclose not only their
own direct and indirect emissions but
also, in some cases, related emissions
over which the contractor has no con-
trol.

The Federal Reserve—they are get-
ting in on the act, too—has stepped
outside its statutory role and estab-
lished a pilot program to analyze cli-
mate-related financial risks for the Na-
tion’s largest banks. The Office of the
Comptroller of the Currency, the Fed-
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation,
and the Fed have all put forward prin-
ciples for large banks on ‘‘climate-re-
lated financial risk management.”” And
the list goes on.

Then there is the Department of
Labor. In November, the Department of
Labor issued a new rule that would
allow pension plan fiduciaries—these
are individuals who manage Ameri-
cans’ retirement accounts—to consider
ESG; in other words, environmental,
social, governance factors and not just
the rate of return when investing their
customers’ money.

In other words, the individuals—
think about this—the individuals who
manage $11.7 trillion of Americans’ re-
tirement will no longer be required to
make investment decisions based sole-
ly on maximizing return. Instead, they
will now be allowed to opt for a less
valuable investment if they prefer its
environmental profile.

I want you to just let that sink in for
a minute. The Biden administration
has essentially announced that its top
goal is not giving Americans a secure
retirement; it is giving them a retire-
ment that supports the Biden adminis-
tration’s environmental agenda. The
Biden administration is apparently
happy to let your retirement money
suffer as long as the investments are
advancing its Green New Deal goals.

The very idea that the government is
encouraging fiduciaries to consider
anything but maximizing a return on
Americans’ retirement investments is

outrageous.
I am very pleased to join all of my
Republican colleagues on Senator

BRAUN’s resolution to overturn this
rule.
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I also reintroduced legislation earlier
this week that would require Federal
financial regulators, like the Securi-
ties and Exchange Commission, to esti-
mate the impact their rules would have
on gas, food, and energy prices, and
prevent them from imposing any rule
that would drive up these prices when
the economy is struggling with high in-
flation, which gets to the heart of the
matter here, and that is the impact the
President’s ESG rules are going to
have on hard-working Americans.

Leaving aside the question of wheth-
er or not the government has any busi-
ness using financial regulation to ad-
vance its environmental agenda, the
fact of the matter is that choking off
investment to the oil and gas indus-
tries could seriously impair our oil and
gas supply. And that would mean two
things: higher prices for Americans and
a less reliable supply of energy. And
that is a big problem.

Americans have had a tough 2 years
in the Biden economy. The last thing
they need is higher energy bills for the
long term, and the last thing our coun-
try needs is a less reliable energy sup-
ply that forces us to rely on foreign en-
ergy sources or forces Americans to
deal with regular blackouts and other
supply problems.

President Biden talks about building
an economy that works for working
families. Unfortunately, so far, his
policies have pretty much succeeded in
doing just the opposite. And if the
President continues to pursue his rad-
ical ESG agenda, working families,
once again, will be the ones who pay
the price.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
LUJAN). The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Kansas.

———————

CONGRATULATING THE KANSAS
CITY CHIEFS ON THEIR VICTORY
IN SUPER BOWL LVII

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, for the
second time in four seasons, the Kansas
City Chiefs are the Super Bowl cham-
pions. Head Coach Andy Reid, Patrick
Mahomes, and Travis Kelce cemented
their Hall of Fame careers with an-
other incredible season and Super Bowl
LVII victory.

I want to acknowledge Chiefs owner
Clark Hunt and Chiefs president Mark
Donovan for running an exceptional or-
ganization and building the foundation
for this remarkable team.

Chiefs Kingdom, ranging from Kansas
to Missouri—and sometimes it is one of
the few things that Kansans and Mis-
sourians agree on, or at least we pre-
tend to agree on or disagree on other
things. Chiefs Kingdom, ranging from
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